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Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. WYNN and
Mr. COYNE changed their vote from
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

So the conference report was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.

85, I was inadvertently detained. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

Stated against:
Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall

vote No. 85 on the conference report on H.
Con. Res. 68, I was unavoidably detained.
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained for rollcall votes 84 and 85. Had
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on
rollcall vote 84, H. Res. 137, and ‘‘yes’’ on roll-
call 85, H. Con. Res. 68.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the conference re-
port on H. Con. Res. 68 just agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Con-
necticut?

There was no objection.
f

LOCAL CENSUS QUALITY CHECK
ACT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by the
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 138 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 138
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this

resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 472) to amend title
13, United States Code, to require the use of
postcensus local review as part of each de-
cennial census. The bill shall be considered
as read for amendment. The amendment
printed in the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution shall be
considered as adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any further amendment
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate on the
bill, as amended, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform; (2) a further amendment print-
ed in the Congressional Record and num-
bered 1 pursuant to clause 8 of rule XVIII, if
offered by Representative Maloney of New
York or her designee, which shall be consid-
ered as read and shall be separately debat-
able for one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent;
and (3) one motion to recommit with or
without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. FROST), pending which
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During the consideration of this
resolution, all time yielded is for the
purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 138 is a fair
structured rule providing 1 hour of de-
bate in the House divided equally be-
tween the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on
Government Reform.

Mr. Speaker, upon adoption of the
resolution, the amendment printed in
the Committee on Rules report is con-
sidered adopted.

The rule also provides for the consid-
eration of amendment numbered 1
printed in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
if offered by the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. MALONEY), or her des-
ignee, which shall be debatable for 1
hour equally divided and controlled be-
tween the proponent and the opponent.

Finally, the rule provides for one mo-
tion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 472, the, Local
Census Quality Check Act, builds on
Republican efforts and fulfills our con-
stitutional duties by carrying out a
quality census that counts every single
person. Post census local review was
used effectively in 1990 to add 124,000
households to the nationwide count. By
using the knowledge, list management
and mapping skills of local authorities,
post census local review improved the
accuracy of the 1990 census. This im-
provement will increase exponentially
with the 2000 census as advancements
in information technology will allow
local authorities to provide better in-
formation which includes adding peo-
ple to the census at the exact location
where they live.

Specifically, Mr. Speaker, this bill
provides for a post census local review

which will allow local governments to
review household counts, boundary
maps and other data that the Sec-
retary of Commerce considers appro-
priate in order to identify discrep-
ancies in housing unit counts before
they release the final count of the cen-
sus. Additionally, the Secretary of
Commerce would submit the appro-
priate block level maps and list of
housing units to local governments for
their review. The local authorities
would then be given 45 days to review
the census data and submit any chal-
lenges to that data. The Secretary
would then investigate, correct any
miscounts and notify local govern-
ments of any action or correction that
was taken.

This is a commonsense piece of legis-
lation that works. The results are not
debatable. In 1990, post census review
made for more accurate census counts.

Local groups across the political
spectrum, including the National
League of Cities, the National Associa-
tion of Towns and Townships and the
National Association of Developmental
Organizations have endorsed this legis-
lation because it works. It is a part of
a process to count every single person
in our country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this rule and the underlying
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, appearances can be de-
ceiving. At first blush H.R. 472, the
Local Census Quality Check Act, ap-
pears to be a bill that will ensure a
more accurate census count by enhanc-
ing local government participation in
the 2000 census. But, Mr. Speaker, H.R.
472 is really a Trojan horse because it
will, in fact, do nothing to enhance or
ensure a more accurate count of Amer-
icans next year.

Let me tell our colleagues what it
will do, Mr. Speaker. H.R. 472 will im-
pose an operational field plan on the
Census Bureau that will actually, ac-
cording to the Director of the Census,
decrease accuracy levels in the count.
H.R. 472 will extend an already lengthy
process by requiring a post census local
review program very similar to the one
conducted after the 1990 census. H.R.
472 would extend the period of the head
count by nine weeks, which would ef-
fectively prevent the Census Bureau
from scientifically determining how
many people had been missed in the
head count. If H.R. 472 were to be en-
acted, it would ensure that the Census
Bureau would not have enough time to
correct errors in the census to ensure
that each and every American has been
counted.

Mr. Speaker, such an outcome is to-
tally unacceptable. H.R. 472 is unac-
ceptable to Democrats because its real
purpose is to prevent the Census Bu-
reau from using the modern statistical
methods that experts agree are the
only way of conducting a census that
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